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The Crest USD 479 School District is experiencing transformation, thanks in large part to
the generous support of the Throckmorton-Riser Foundation. With a steadfast
commitment to empowering students and strengthening educational opportunities, the
Foundation has become a vital partner in the district’s mission to prepare learners for
success in both college and careers.

The Throckmorton-Riser Foundation, Inc. was founded on December 18, 1990 by Alma K.
(Riser) Throckmorton and her late husband, Warren E. Throckmorton, as a not-for-profit
charitable organization to provide scholarships for high school graduates from the
Anderson County, Kansas area to help pay for their college education. The
Throckmortons moved from Hoisington to Garnett, Kansas in 1972. She taught
elementary school for 16 years before she retired. She was a member of the United
Methodist Church in Garnett and participated in many civic organizations based in
Hoisington and Garnett. Mrs. Throckmorton passed away on Tuesday, October 30, 2001
at the Garnett Nursing Home at the age of 96. Mr. Throckmorton was an active member in
the United Methodist Church at Garnett, the Masonic Lodge, the local Garnett radio club,
and he retired from the Missouri Pacific Railroad. Mr. Throckmorton died on Friday, June
28, 1985 at the Anderson County Hospital at the age of 80. Wayne A. Riser, Mrs.
Throckmorton’s brother, was a letter carrier out of Garnett, Kansas Post Office for 42
years until he retired in 1969. Through Last Will & Testament Wayne Riser, and Alma
Throckmorton left bequests to multiple causes near and dear to their hearts in the
regional area as well as directing the balance of the estate to create the Throckmorton-
Riser Foundation.

The Foundation started with several $1,000 scholarships for local students and the
occasional donation towards school equipment. The initial Trustees were Mrs.
Throckmorton, Fred Mitchelson of the Wheeler & Mitchelson Law Firm, and Kenneth L.
Weide of the Garnett State Savings Bank. Today the Foundation provides over $30,000 a
semester to over twenty scholarship recipients and has expanded efforts to support the
communities and schools in Anderson County. Today the Foundation is guided by John
Mitchelson and Kevin Mitchelson of Wheeler & Mitchelson Law Firm as well as Dwight
Nelson of Goppert State Service Bank (retired).

The Foundation’s financial contributions are wide-reaching and deeply impactful to
Crest USD 479. One of the most significant investments has been in the district’s Career
and Technical Education (CTE) programs for our students. By covering student tuition
costs for automotive, welding, HVAC, and nursing coursework, the Throckmorton-Riser
Foundation ensures that Crest students have direct access to valuable hands-on training
and certification opportunities—without the barrier of financial strain. This support is
helping shape a skilled, workforce-ready Lancer student body. The Foundation knows
that not all students want to go to a four year institution. The Throckmorton-Riser
Foundation has always shown passion for the trades and kids that know how to work
hard!

Throckmorton-Riser Foundation
Invests in the Future of Crest USD 479



In addition to academic programming, the Foundation has funded several critical
infrastructure projects across the district. The Foundation funded the construction of a
new softball field at Colony City Park. Inside the school, students benefit from a newly
updated computer lab. Safety improvements have also been prioritized, with new
controlled entry improvements and intercom upgrades designed to keep students and
staff secure. The Foundation also provided the funds necessary to remodel our weight
room and provide safer equipment in that space.

For Crest seniors, the Foundation provides scholarships to help pave the way toward
higher education, lightening the financial burden of college and reinforcing the value of
continued learning.

Looking ahead, the Throckmorton-Riser Foundation has pledged to donate $200,000
over the next three fiscal years to support capital improvements to CTE classroom
spaces that coincide with bond and other capital projects. This long-term commitment
underscores the Foundation’s belief in the importance of investment in education and
job-readiness programs.

The impact of the Throckmorton-Riser Foundation on the Crest USD 479 as well as
Garnett USD 365 is both immediate and lasting. Their dedication to educational
excellence is building stronger classrooms, a safer campus, and a brighter future for
every student in Anderson County. We feel it is extremely important for our patrons to
understand the work the Throckmorton-Riser Foundation is doing in our school district.

Shane Walter
Superintendent
Crest USD 479
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